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Wide differences in mode of

delivery within Europe: risk-

stratified analyses of aggregated

routine data from the Euro-Peristat

study: concerns about caesarean

section are justified

The purpose of our paper1 was to draw

attention to the wide variations in prac-

tice and the ways in which they are

correlated.Wedid not attempt to address

the safety and consequences of caesarean

section. It is, however, increasingly clear

that caesarean section, especially repeat

caesarean section, carries serious risks for

the mother, such as uterine rupture and

abnormal invasive placentation respon-

sible for life-threatening haemorrhage,

and can also have short- and long-term

effects for babies, including altered bac-

terial gut colonisation and increased risk

of immune-mediated disorders.2,3 We

therefore think it is important that cae-

sarean section should only be performed

when it is clinically necessary to deal with

serious problems for the mother or the

baby. By drawing attention to the varia-

tions in practice, we highlighted the need

for further research and informed debate

on the subject.&
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ina Cuttini (Italy), Janis Misins (Latvia),

Jone Jaselioniene (Lithuania), Yolande
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