
              

City, University of London Institutional Repository

Citation: Willig, C. & Wirth, L. (2018). A metasynthesis of studies of patients’ experience of

living with terminal cancer. Health Psychology, 37(3), pp. 228-237. doi: 
10.1037/hea0000581 

This is the accepted version of the paper. 

This version of the publication may differ from the final published version. 

Permanent repository link:  https://openaccess.city.ac.uk/id/eprint/18650/

Link to published version: https://doi.org/10.1037/hea0000581

Copyright: City Research Online aims to make research outputs of City, 

University of London available to a wider audience. Copyright and Moral Rights 

remain with the author(s) and/or copyright holders. URLs from City Research 

Online may be freely distributed and linked to.

Reuse: Copies of full items can be used for personal research or study, 

educational, or not-for-profit purposes without prior permission or charge. 

Provided that the authors, title and full bibliographic details are credited, a 

hyperlink and/or URL is given for the original metadata page and the content is 

not changed in any way. 

City Research Online



City Research Online:            http://openaccess.city.ac.uk/            publications@city.ac.uk

http://openaccess.city.ac.uk/
mailto:publications@city.ac.uk


Author Year Country Sample Gender Age span Cancer Method 

        

                

Aoun 2015 Australia N=43  21 women, 22 men 52 - 91 lung  biographical disruption 

   

(brief 
interviews)   ovarian thematic content analysis 

   N=8  4 women, 4 men 56 - 86 breast  

   

(in-depth 
interviews)   stomach  

      lymphoma  

      prostate  

      unknown primary…  

      adenocarcinoma  
                

Bentur  2014 Israel N=22 14 women, 8 men 39 - 76 breast phenomenological approach 

      lung  

      melanoma  

      colon  

      neuroblastoma  

      pancreatic  

      adenocarcinoma   
                

Dale 2011 Scotland (UK) N=6 4 women, 2 men 67 - 81 lung thematic analysis 

                

Devik 2013 Norway N=5 3 women, 2 men 71 - 79 not specified phenomenological hermeneutic approach 

                

Devik 2015 Norway N=9 5 women, 4 men 71 - 92 not specified Phenomenological hermeneutic approach 

                

Fan 2012 Taiwan N=33 11 women, 22 men 31 - 76 liver IPA 



        

                

Hansen 2015 USA N=14 3 women, 11 men 54 - 68 
hepatocellular 
(liver) conventional  content analysis 

                

Haug 2015 Norway N=21 9 women, 12 men 70 - 88 colon systematic text condensation  

      prostate (phenomenological) 

      female breast  

      lung  

      lymph/blood  

      urinary tract  

      skin  
                

Karlsson 2014 Sweden N=14 7 women, 7 men 49 - 79 gastrointestinal phenomenological life-world approach 

                

La Cour 2012 Denmark N=7 5 women, 2 men 39 - 67 lung analysis guided by Heideggers’ 

      colon "Being and Time" (2008, reference 17.) 

      breast  
                

Levy 2015 England (UK) N=5 5 men 50 - 72 prostate IPA  

                

McTiernan 2015 Ireland N=8 6 women, 2 men 36 - 68 not specified IPA  

                

Missel 2011 Denmark N=5 not specified 43 - 76 oesophageal phenomenological hermeneutic approach 

                

Nedjat- 2013 USA N=24 24 women 35-79 lung phenomenological approach 

Haiem      liver  

      breast  

      ovarian  



      

no others 
mentioned  

                

Nilmanat 2015 Thailand N=15 11 women, 4 men 30 - 72 cervical longitudinal qualitative case study 

      urogenital inductive qualitative analysis (Patton) 

      lung  

      head and neck  

      breast   

      colon  
                

Nissim  2012 Canada N=27 15 women, 12 men 45 - 82 lung  variant of the grounded theory method 

      gastrointestinal   
                

Oehlen 2013 Sweden N=14 7 women, 7 men 49 - 79 gastrointestinal phenomenological life-world approach 

       - liver analysis: phenomenological hermeneutic 

       - colon  
                

Philip 2014 Australia N=10 4 women, 6 men 40 - 70 glioma (brain) grounded theory approach 

                

Saeteren 2011 Norway N=15 6 women, 9 men 47 - 76 not specified hermeneutic approach 

                

Sjoevall 2011 Sweden N=12 5 women, 7 men 40 - 78 colorectal content analysis 

                

Stapleton 2015 UK N=8 8 men 26 - 68 sarcoma Colaizzi's seven stage framework 

      renal  

      gastric  

      oesophageal  

      lung  

      prostate  



      colon  

      thymoma  
                

Wiik 2011 Norway N=5 3 women, 2 men 70 - 79 stomach  case-study approach 

      intestinal  naturalistic, qualitative methodology 

      not specified   
                

Willig 2015 England (UK) N=10 9 women, 1 man 
mid 30s - early 
80s breast  hermeneutic phenomenological approach 

 


