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Witherbud has been composed for the  

London Philharmonic Orchestra. 

 

Duration: c. 8 minutes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Instrumentation 

 

2 Flutes (flute 2 doubling piccolo) 

2 Oboes (oboe 2 doubling Cor Anglais) 

2 Clarinets (clarinet 1 in B   and 2 doubling Bass clarinet in B  ) 

2 Bassoons 

2 Horns in F 

2 Trumpets in B  

2 Trombones 

Tuba 

Percussion 1 (3.5 octave Marimba, Vibraphone, Suspended Cymbal, Bass Drum) 

Percussion 2 (Single hand-held Crotale tuned to E flat, Tubular Bells, Snare Drum, Triangle) 

Harp 

Piano (doubling Celesta)  

Strings (3. 2. 2. 2. 2*) 

 

*The double bass section should play with C extensions 

 

Crotale sounds 2 octaves higher than written, 

Piccolo and Celesta sound 1 octave higher than written,  

Doubles Basses sound 1 octave lower than written 

 

Score in C 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Performance Notes 

General 

Quartertones should be produced with little to no vibrato 

Sharpen the pitch by a quartertone. 

Flatten the pitch by a quartertone. 

 

 

 

 

 

At times, two tones are placed a quartertone apart in two different instruments. At these times this marking 

will appear to reassure the player that the beating is intentional. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cross noteheads indicate that an unpitched sound should be produced. The notehead is always accompanied 

by a written instruction.  

 

 

 

 

 

In non-percussion parts, the percussion clef indicates that the player(s) should speak in the manner indicated. 

 

 

 

Brackets above the stave indicate that a part should be brought to the foreground of the texture. 

 

Winds 

 

 

 

Singing and playing: triangle noteheads are sung and round noteheads are played. The notated pitch can be 

transposed by octave to suit the player’s vocal range. 

 



 

 

 

Diamond noteheads are used for techniques which use the instruments’ natural harmonic series in some way. 

In the bass clarinet these are used for split tones, in the flutes they are used for jet whistles and in the 

bassoons they are used for multiphonics. They are always accompanied by a written instruction. 

 

 

 

 

 

At times the piccolo (flute 2) and first bassoon are asked to detune their instrument by a quartertone (and 

crucially not more than a quartertone). Where this occurs, the instrument will be labelled with the above 

marking on the left-hand side of the page. All pitches on staves which have been so labelled are expected to 

sound a quartertone flatter than written.  

 

Brass 

 

 

Arrows attached to accidentals show that the pitch should be flattened by a sixth tone. These can be found 

naturally in the instruments’ overtone series by overblowing until one finds the natural 7th partial of the 

played harmonic series. It has been advised that fingerings should not be given as to hornists for quarter and 

sixth tones as they will find their own. However, in instances where players are asked to blow up and down 

harmonic series this is indicated in the following ways for the following instruments.  

 

Horn: 

 

 

Trumpet:                                        

 

 

 

 

 

Trombone: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where alternative fingerings may produce a better sound/more accurate result, the player is encouraged to 

use them. 



 

 

 

 

 

Crosses above pitches indicated hand-stopping for horns. If extended periods of hand-stopping are required 

“sim.” is written above the pitch after, which indicates that the hand-stopping should continue until 

otherwise indicated (e.g. by nat. or an open circle). 

 

 

 

Crosses above pitches are used when trumpeters or trombonists are playing with either a harmon or plunger 

mute. When playing with a harmon mute the cross indicates that the player should cover the stem and the 

circle indicates that the player should uncover it. Similarly crosses show that the plunger mute should cover 

the whole bell and the circle indicates that the bell should be completely uncovered. Both symbols above a 

pitch combined with a tremelo indicate that the bell or stem should be rapidly covered and uncovered to 

produce a tremelo effect. Half black half white circles indicate that the plunger mute should only partially 

uncover the well. Short arrows going from cross to circle or cross to half circle indicate that the tone should 

be articulated by rapidly uncovering or half uncovering the bell or stem: the uncovering articulates the pitch. 

Where the bell or stem remains covered for extended periods of time, the cross will appear above a pitch 

which will be proceeded by the marking “sim.”. 

 

Strings 

Bridge clef, indicates where between the bridge and fingerboard a passage or action should be 

performed.  

 

 

   Indicates that the left hand dampen the string so that no pitched sound from the open strings escapes. 

String divisi are labelled according to desk number and therefore player. “1” refers to desk number and 

therefore player within the section. Since there are only 3 first violins, “div. a 2” alone on a tutti stave 

indicates that players 1 should play the top part whilst players 2 and 3 should play the bottom part. Other 

manners of divisi will be detailed in the score. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Programme note 

“For what is this shadow of the going in which we come, this shadow of the coming in 

which we go, this shadow of the coming and the going in which we wait, if not the 

shadow of purpose, of the purpose that budding withers, that withering buds, whose 

blooming is a budding withering.” (Beckett, Watt) 

In our current situation we seem to be at a crossroads moment. Witherbud is that feeling of being faced with 

a seemingly inescapable crossroad of binary oppositions. At this moment where we seem to be about to 

begin again, should we go forward or back on ourselves? Should we halt? Should we wither or bud? 

Witherbud is an attempt to ask these questions musically. Quotations from Bach emerge from mechanical 

textures, are whittled at, and transform. The piece sporadically speeds and slows, sometimes uncannily. The 

tone seemingly changes at the piece’s own whim from serious to playful to plainly ridiculous. The questions 

that the piece poses collapse in on themselves. 
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