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SCORE: ALEX TAY
TEXT: GARETH MATTEY

AN INTERVIEW WITH A
“PUPPET” AND HIS
“MAKER”

(A CANTATA IN THROWN VOICES)

for two mezzo-sopranos and 17 players

(2022)
Duration: 20 minutes

FULL SCORE IN C



To my friend
Alexandra Pouta,
a kind and talented soul



CHARACTERS

“Maker” — Mezzo-soprano*

Hand-puppet of “Puppet” — may be operated by either the mezzo who plays “Maker” or an
independent puppeteer

“Puppet” — Mezzo-soprano™

Hand-puppet of “Maker” — may be operated by either the mezzo who plays “Puppet” or an
independent puppeteer

The Interviewer — represented by the ensemble

*Both mezzo-sopranos require amplification.

ENSEMBLE
(17 players)
Piccolo (doubling Alto)
Flute 1
Oboe

Clarinet in B flat (doubling Bass Clarinet in B flat)

Alto Saxophone in E flat

Bassoon

Horn in F — straight, stop and practise mutes required

Trumpet in B flat (doubling Trumpet in C) — pixie, plunger, straight and Harmon mutes (with
detachable stem) required

Trombone — pixie, plunger, straight and Harmon (with detachable stem) mutes required

Percussion 1 (Slung Mugs*, Service Bell in B flat, Bell Tree, Suspended Cymbal, Vibraphone,
Temple Blocks, Drum Set, Almglocken**, Ratchet, Tam-tam, Flexatone)

Percussion 2 (Glockenspiel, Tubular Bells, Whip, Marimba, Tambourine, Crotales — full
chromatic range, Timpani***, Spoons****)

Piano (doubling Synthesiser)***** — required fingerless gloves for glissandi, a PA and sustain
pedal

Electric Guitar (Doubling Classical Guitar)****** — requires plectrum, bottle-neck, PA and
effects pedals for reverb, tremelo, chorus and distortion.

Violin

Viola

Cello

Double Bass



*Mugs/Cups of varying thicknesses and sizes which are slung on string by the handles from a wooden
stand and beaten with teaspoons. The following pitches are required:

o

p— -

The octave transposition of these pitches not altogether too important, except that ideally the B mug
should be pitched higher than the F mug.

** Required Almglocken pitches:
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-
Almglocken é) be =
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-

*** Only 1 timpani which is able to produce the following pitch is required:

Timpani E

o
**** Two table spoons should be selected and played in the style of American folk traditions.
*****The synthesiser must be capable of being retuned with the press of a single button. This button
must retune the entire keyboard -50 cents below normal pitch (1/4 tone flat). It must be possible to
cancel this retuning with equal speed. The instrument should be capable of playing with realistic
piano, harpsichord and celesta timbres. These should all be available both at standard pitch and
detuned pitch (-50 cents down).

****x* Both the Classical and Electric Guitar should be tuned to the following scordatura

Scordatura, written at pitch

Mo

—_
g

The top two strings are F 1/4 flat and B 3/4 flat and should be tuned against the detuned synthesiser
prior to the performance. The Electric Guitar’s top string may require fitting with a lower gauge string

to enable the tuning of the top string 1/4 tone sharp. The score and part are written at pitch.

SCORE IN C (The score is not transposed, except, as is standard, the crotales and glockenspiel
sound 2 octaves higher, the piccolo sounds 1 octave higher and the electric/classical guitar

and double bass sound 1 octave lower)



NOTATION KEY

GENERAL
Quartertones

& 1/4flat

b 3/4flat

g8 1/4 sharp
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Hauptstimme markings

J=120
[Beethoven: Symphony no 9] References to existing repertoire are weaved into the fabric of the score and

at times boxed text points out where the material is derived from. This is

device which describes the Interviewer, comments on the drama, and gives

some idea of how the material should be played.

5
mp = pp mp>pp

SINGERS
v.t. — Ventriloquist’s teeth, singers should bare their teeth in such a fashion that ventriloquists would

and sing with their jaw in this position, moving their mouth minimally.

Vocal multiphonic — loud, guttural, nasal, vocal fry.

Falling in and owt of a trance/sleep-state
m .. N .. N N
Pupper’ [(1-§ - H——r - R - = <8
(Mouthed:) Yes... we... can!
S struggling to get the puppet to speak
V.t
1
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g 7 7 v
‘Maker' Y we... an!
Hand-puppet mouth + + +
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A percussion clef with an m above indicates that some sort of motion need be carried out. Boxed text
with “Hand-puppet mouth” or just “Hand-puppet” indicates that the motion involves either of the
preceding. Where it is required to open and close the hand-puppet’s mouth, opening is indicated with

a circle and closure is indicated with a cross.

words!

Tremelo markings with an M stand for Monteverdi trillo. Tied tenuto markings indicate that a similar

technique should be used to create pulsations in the notated rhythm.
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Where quartertones are notated for singers, the same quartertone will always be present in the
surrounding ensemble. Whenever quartertones are written for the singers, they should endeavour to

match their quartertone to the corresponding quartertone in the ensemble as best they can.

Tongue on soft paletce + norm Tongue on soft |

S o np o f pP—

. 3 ,
—
3
‘Mak k‘ﬂ__“ . e — ——— .‘=‘=. - — =
: = o ea s R e B R 3
ey —

§— a '
* ARl [Ngl >_.ones [Ngl
in chre. bones, 1

In the latter third of the piece, “Maker” is asked to sing with their tongue against the soft palate, which
“closes” the throat and allows them to hum melodies whilst silently mouthing words which they are
not singing simultaneously. These melodies are notated with standard notation whilst cross-heads
show the rhythms in which the words should be mouthed. At times, “Maker” is asked to transition
between singing with the tongue against soft palate and singing normally. These represent moments
where “Maker” breaks free of “Puppet’s” control. In these cases, cross-heads show where the words

begins to be mouthed and arrows show the point at which the mouthed word must be actually sung.

WIND

(Spoken): "stu - ck,"
mp

Text in quotation marks under normally notated and cross-headed pitches indicates that text should be
spoken at the same time as played by flautists (including the Alto Flute player). The cross-heads
indicate that the voice should follow the same contour as the written melody. An in-score instruction
will show whether the text should be spoken (voiced) or a forced whisper (unvoiced). If indicated that
the text should be spoken, the flautist should generally keep their embouchure in normal playing
position and attempt to speak the words from this position like a ventriloquist. Naturally some tone
and clarity of spoken word will be sacrificed, but the flautist is encouraged to experiment and find the
best balance between the two. If any consonants like the above are set on an accented pitch, then the

flautist should use the written consonant to articulate the pitch. If a forced whisper is indicated then
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the flautist should whisper the words across the mouthpiece while playing the written pitches as air
sounds.

air sounds

Es

BiE

i

The above noteheads indicates the use of air sounds on flute, which should result in 50% pitch and
50% noise.

100% air
5
= 5 =
T i aﬁ‘gﬂ?

Diamond heads indicate that air sounds should be used on saxophone. Pitches show which keys
should be played and the percentage indicates what ratio of the produced tone should be pitch or air.

Plunger + pixie mute
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The opening and closing of plunger/Harmon mutes is used to mimic the speech of an unseen
Interviewer. This representation of the character is similar to that of the teachers in the cartoon
Peanuts. Crosses show that the hand should cover the mute/bell (depending on whether Harmon or
plunger are used respectively) and open circles show that the mute/bell should be uncovered. Where
the plunger is used, circles which are half filled in show that the bell should be somewhere between
covered and uncovered. Text underneath the pitches should never actually be spoken, but show the
sentences/questions that the brass players should aim to reproduce. Players should experiment and try
to find the best use of mutes to approximate the sounds of the written words as closely as possible.
Though articulations, phrasings, covering, uncovering and flutter-tongues are generally notated quite
specifically, the player is encouraged to experiment and phrase/articulate/add flutters or growls so as

to convey the sense of the text as accurately as possible.

Air sounds

:k [l\ } i #
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A percussion clef and square noteheads indicate the use of air sounds in the brass. The height of the

square notehead on the stave indicates the brilliance of the produced air sound. It is suggested that the
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trumpet put a small gap between their mouthpiece and embouchure to increase the volume of air

sound.

SYNTHESISER

Synthesizer, detuned 1/4 tone, Grand Piano sound
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Ped.

Where the synthesiser is detuned 1/4 tone flat, the 1/4 flat sign will appear in the margin of the score
and part.

STRINGS

overpressure (poco)

e e —

Overpressure — excessive bow pressure makes a noisy scratch tone, different in timbre to sul

ponticello. The thicker the line the more excessive the bow pressure should be.

s.L.
half-press (L.h.)

r [
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Filled-in diamond noteheads and the marking “half-press (1.h.)” indicates in the strings that a left-hand
pressure half-way between the pressure one would use for harmonics and the pressure required to
produce a normally stopped tone should be used. When combined with sul tasto bowing, the resultant

sound produced is pitched but coloured with white noise.

s.p. — sul ponticello

s.t. — sul tasto



TEXT
by Gareth Mattey, with in-score modifications by Tay

(Centre stage, a horde of dead, disused and otherwise forgotten puppets.
Text in bold belongs to “Puppet”.
The rest belongs to “Maker”.

The Interviewer is unseen and musical, represented in the text by only a question mark.)

When?
?
I think we can do that can’t we? Can’t we little man?
“Yes we can!”
?
From just a single finger to a friendly sock pal, from a fist, a hand, a mask or a glove, to the complex
rigging of a strung-up guy or gal, to the dainty shadows you help with love — I’ve done them all.
?
I ask him: are you happy to dangle from my hands? Are you happy to dance in my strings? Are you
happy to delight in my hold? And he replies (very clearly):
“NO!”
Ha! What a character! What a joke!
?
In us, they see themselves... they can never be as close, so jealousy blooms...
?
Why?
?
Does the ant look up and say why? Does the vole ask who pulls the strings? Does the sea urchin
rise, from the ocean floor and demand to know its maker’s mind?
?
If not for me, this little guy, well he just talks and talks and talks when no one’s around - he never

lets me speak! | would have to hide in his words, try to find a way out!

?
Imagine that...

?
What?

?

How shockingly rude -

“I hold another answer deep inside”



If you think I’ll answer such a question -

“But inside me is a talking absence”

This is nothing as sick as that -
“Yes, he built me so he should love me”
?
I made him - ergo - | love him —
“But there’s a nothingness no one knows”
?
He won’t go to the rotting pile! There’s a somethingness only he knows!! He’ll stay... with me until -
?
“I say something new”
“Back from the red red red room of nothing, it beckons but back, back, back into pinewood
smoke, prickled and stuck, smelling of smelted colours, a melted rainbow in ochre bones,
sinewed strings broken into delicious snaps... the vole, the ant, the sea urchin, dressed and
ready tumble from gaping holes into my aching hands, moving through the green as | see fit —
shadows fit, tongues flicker, socks flit and thrusted fists into my thickness, my messy messness,
as | beckon you in, in, in and let my orange chambers fall into moss and disrepair — the rotting
pile is not for me, me, me, it oozes in wait for you!”
?

Who?
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[Stage-hands arrive and throw the bodies of 'Maker' and Puppet onto the pile of broken puppets.]
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Mendelssohn: Wedding March
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